
Can vs Could

Name: Date: __/__/20__

We derive the most genuine satisfaction at seeing so many of the
inhabitants of Norfolk here in our country home, for I ________ assure you
that we take the deepest interest in all that concerns the welfare of this
county.

1.
can

He found that he ________ not reach any of the boxes with his fingers,
strain as he might.
2. could

I am fearfully sorry for both of you; I know that it is hurting you, too, but
when you have wilfully or inadvertently killed a person's belief in you the only
thing you ________ do is to keep out of their way.

3.

can

She felt as if she ________ not lift her eyes; as if she were the guilty one.4. could

All who wish to train themselves to be critical rather than captious or silly in
their estimate of drama, ________not be too strongly urged to practice this
exercise of reducing a play to its lowest terms, its essential elements.

5.
can

Well, all I ________ say is-it's the rottenest trick I ever heard.6. can

He thought that he ________ have a good deal of fun in that way.7. could

If there was anything he ________ do he would offer his services eagerly.8. could

She felt that she ________ have afforded to be a little less brief.9. could

I wish I ________ say when I am likely to beat my retreat.10. could

I go back to England a Unionist, and will do all I ________ to spread the
light on the true state of affairs in this unhappy country.
11. can

How fortunate it was that he ________ not get at her here in her warm
bed.
12. could

Your husband reconciled me to his caresses, and I ________ assure you
that without the enormous size of Charlie, he has a charming way that may
please any woman.

13. can
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He stepped to the desk so that he ________ see the portion of the room
beyond the light.
14. could

He was a Papist, but took especial care not to acknowledge his religion,
at which he frequently scoffed, till just before his last gasp, when he knew that
he ________ lose nothing, and hoped to gain everything by it.

15.

could

All we ________ do is to hold ourselves in readiness for whatever
calamity may happen, and make for Crete as rapidly as possible, with the
hope of eventually getting beyond the volcanic zone.

16. can

In responding to the very kind words in which my health has been
proposed, I ________ assure you it has given me more than ordinary
pleasure to be President of this hospital and to take the chair, for the first
time, at its anniversary festival.

17.
can

I ________ see him now as he stood there, erect, broad-shouldered, with
bright chestnut hair, clear, keen, dark blue eyes, and bronzed skin, a strong,
kind, fearless face.

18. can

His wives and children would be looking for him, and he thought he
________ very well make his way through the forest to his home.
19.

could

But strain his memory as he would, he ________ not recall another line.20. could
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