
Can vs Could

Name: Date: __/__/20__

When the messages were sent, all they ________ do was to wait.1. could

I mean to be pretty stringent, though, I ________ assure you: I won't have
a tree touched-no timber felled; there is none too much now.
2. can

But he knew that he ________ never hope to accomplish his purpose
here…
3. could

All I ________ say is that if our friends act up to their bounden duty we
shall not want for money; if they do not, you will not be able to succeed only
with your own.

4. can

I ________ assure you, sir, it is the most disagreeable duty that ever fell to
my lot.
5. can

All he ________ do was to make the experiment as cheap as possible for
her.
6. could

He did not stay to say more, and before she ________ ask any questions
he had hurried from the room.
7. could

He felt more tired than he had ever done in all his life, and yet he knew that
he ________ not sleep; his brain seemed as if it would never rest again.
8.

could

I ________ assure you, Mr. Hummel, I have meditated much upon the
character of the learned.
9. can

How I wish I ________ have had them all here at our wedding!10. could

The hut was so full of smoke that for a moment he ________ see nothing.11. could

It would require an inspired prophet to answer the question, and all that
we ________ do is to look at it as dispassionately as possible, and to show
the opinions of those who are more or less informed upon the subject.

12.
can

And here I found that I ________ accomplish two objects at one stroke.13. could

He felt that he ________ trust her, even in such a critical case as this.14. could
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Unless I knew once more in my heart that you loved me, I felt that I
________ no longer endure life.
15.

could

I appreciate your extra efforts in my behalf in my music lessons, but I
________not and will not grant the interview.
16.

can

But he felt he ________ have no enjoyment out of it all, since he did not
know what would become of it after his time.
17. could

I was told that the people rubbed their eyes as if they ________ not
believe what they were seeing.
18. could

On the contrary, he felt that he ________ not really possess her except by
some violence of that sort.
19. could

So Aunt Nancy had about five minutes of peace and quiet, which she
speedily made the most of, I ________ assure you-talking away so fast that
Mr. Smith had to follow her pretty closely, with eyes as well as ears on the
alert.

20.
can
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