
Can vs Could

Name: Date: __/__/20__

All that I ________ do is to examine it in good examples, and then make
very tentatively a few suggestions based on these examples.
1. can

You and the lady are quite welcome aboard here; and I'll do what I
________ to make you both comfortable; though, with our limited
accommodation, I don't quite see, just at this minute, how it's going to be
done.

2.
can

There was nothing they ________ call their own, excepting the clothes they
wore.
3. could

I prayed her with the utmost earnestness to erase that most important
clause, which, I ________ assure you, she had already written, every word of
it!

4.
can

He either ________ not or would not give me any satisfactory reply, and
there the matter ended.
5. could

He thought that he ________ talk her out of so absurd an argument.6. could

She had no right to look at him in that fashion, taking his breath away and
saying something to which he ________ think of no reply whatever.
7.

could

But try as he might, he ________ not swallow much.8. could

The practice of building school houses without gymnasiums and without
play spaces ________not be too strongly condemned.
9.

can

He felt that he ________ never think of anything else, and the sooner he
was shot the better it would be.
10. could

The doctors are doing the absolutely necessary things at present; as for
me, all I ________ do is to search for clues and traces, as I suggested, and
make all possible inquiries.

11.
can

All that she ________ do would be to keep with her animals and find out
about these places later.
12. could
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The appearance of the officers and men was better than ________ have
been expected, considering the generally small amount of their pay.
13. could

It seemed ages to her, so much had happened since, and she thought
she ________ not live without the child, but after all the girl was not of her
kind.

14.
could

As I said at the outset, it is merely a quarrel of emphasis; and the only
thing I ________ do is to state my personal reasons for the emphasis I prefer.
15.

can

What was our vexation, therefore, when the order was given to get under
weigh, to find that the pilot, either from fear, incompetency, or treachery, had
declared that he ________ not take charge of the ship!

16.

could

That evening, before many thousands of people, our friends did what they
________ to please them.
17.

could

We ________not say that the child is a different species from the man,
and that one passes into the other by a process of evolution, because all the
essential attributes of the man are potentially present in the child.

18. can

All that ________ be done was to leave money and hurry out into the air.19. could

All I ________ say is, that if it be a libel, it is like many a one for which one
pays the highest, and which sounds the blackest-a libel that is true!
20. can
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