
Can vs Could

Name: Date: __/__/20__

Your judgment, knowledge, and resourcefulness are, I ________ assure
you, very fully appreciated by me.
1. can

He said he ________ not do it while he paid his debts.2. could

And there was nothing they ________ do until the next morning, anyhow.3. could

Everything was red, of course, but she ________ see quite distinctly.4. could

He felt that he ________ not go to the front door.5. could

He was a man who ________ be trusted; one felt safe with him.6. could

We all talked-we used to tell tales of our doubtful pasts as we huddled
together under the rocks at nights, and some nice, lurid stores there were, I
________ assure you.

7.

can

It seemed to me that all I ________ do was to pray every minute that I
should have to myself.
8. could

First you go on somebody else's wedding-journey, and then you elope in
the middle of the night, and now the best thing you ________ do is to go to
bed.

9.
can

He tried to speak, but ________ not for a little while; at last he made a
second trial.
10. could

You've stolen this woman away from kith and kin, and the least you
________ do is to carry her back where you found her and turn her loose.
11.

can

He ________ not have told what had aroused him, but he was sure
something had.
12. could

He felt that he ________ not move another yard, for his knees were
bending under him.
13. could

Yet when the moment arrived and she had done all she ________ for the
soldier's comfort she had to face her real difficulty.
14. could
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He always sat at the table with them himself, and did all he ________ to
render his guests comfortable.
15. could

He had done this instinctively, he ________ not have told just when.16. could

Now that the war was over, he found that he ________ not tear himself
away.
17. could

There was certainly no one in the room, and by all appearances no one
________ have been there for weeks.
18.

could

If, as you say, there was gold in the jar and it is now gone, all I ________
say is, the stronger has overcome the weaker, and that in this case the gold
has either been converted into olives or into oil.

19. can

Tired as she was, and weak from lack of sleep, and alone, she felt that
she ________ not let him lie like that.
20.

could
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