
Can vs Could

Name: Date: __/__/20__

The only thing we ________ do is to get away and give warning.1. can

He never thought about her age at all: in fact, he ________ not have told
either her age or his own with exactness; he was curiously forgetful of such
matters.

2. could

So the witch saw there was no help to be got from her old servants, and
that the best thing she ________ do was to mount on her broom and set off in
pursuit of the children.

3.
could

But she knew she ________ and must.4. could

I muttered something about being an outsider-wondered if there was
anything I ________ do to help.
5.

could

It was, but there was nothing they ________ do.6. could

But multiply himself as he would, he ________ not be everywhere, and the
enemy pillaged everywhere that he was not.
7. could

But I ________ assure you that my activity and industry have been
wonderful.
8. can

His favourite place was on the brightest spot of a Smyrna rug by the
conservatory, where the sunlight fell and he ________ hear the fountain play.
9.

could

So the best thing we ________ do is to part quietly and go in opposite
directions.
10. can

Indeed I ________ assure you that the more you have her to herself the
more you will be happy in her.
11. can

I was a pretty spectacle to myself, I ________ assure you!12. can

And we had a merry time together, I ________ assure you.13. can
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When she was sick, her mother bent over her and pitied her, and did all
she ________ to ease her pain; and even when she was burning with fever,
and racked with pain, she felt happier than she did now.

14.
could

It was early in the evening, and he ________ see the hired men busy
outside tossing prairie hay from the waggons into the great barn.
15. could

Ben Rogers said he ________n't get out much, only Sundays, and so he
wanted to begin next Sunday; but all the boys said it would be wicked to do it
on Sunday, and that settled the thing.

16. could

He felt as if he ________ not but follow them, even if they chose to
venture out on the steep roof, which now and then was to be seen through
the apertures.

17. could

All I ________ do was to crane over the close and watch for their
reappearance from the stair.
18. could

The prince ________ not take his eyes from the princess, she was so
lovely!
19. could

It's been on my conscience, I ________ assure you, for a long time past.20. can
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