
Can vs Could

Name: Date: __/__/20__

The best thing he ________ do was to greet them at once, share the
banquet with them, and, before the dessert was served, seek the beautiful
woman whom his absence threatened to make his foe.

1. could

She wanted them to learn to ride, and she knew they ________ not do it
and take care of their little brother.
2. could

I'll do what I ________, but there is nothing to be done in the way you
suggest.
3. can

Reproof and warnings were useless here; the only thing he ________ do
was to act, and renew the conflict with the scarcely subdued illness.
4. could

But the spaniel John, convinced at last that he had sinned, hid himself in a
far corner whence he ________ see nothing, and pressed his chin closely to
the ground.

5.
could

They did all they ________ to bring the outlaw to a sense of his condition,
to prepare him to meet his fate and to induce him to make a confession and
give up the retreat of his band.

6. could

But if it is a satisfaction to you, I ________ assure you that I have never
cared for anyone in that way.
7. can

But that he ________ not or would not tell them.8. could

Then all I ________ say is, I am greatly disappointed in you.9. can

But he ________ see nothing, and was about to turn away when he heard
the faint sound of fairy music.
10. could

This was a little passage of agony, I ________ assure you!11. can

All I ________ say is that I know what I know in confidence, and I'm in
honor bound.
12. can

There was nothing he ________ do about that.13. could
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But he knew that he ________ do it, and he did.14. could

He felt that he ________ not have expected to come across such people
anywhere but in England, unless it was at the headquarters of a British
battalion in India.

15. could

I ________ assure you that I was taking you most seriously.16. can

Miss Bailey's mother was also hospitable, and her sister did what she
________ to amuse the quaint little child with the big eyes, the soft voice, and
the pretty foreign manners.

17.
could

All we ________ do was to keep the canoe before the wind, and to steer
her clear of logs of wood or stumps of trees, against which she might have
been cut and knocked to pieces.

18. could

I know of no other man who ________ have done it.19. could

After that, I worked from you only, and as I did not feel at liberty to ask you
to come to my studio, the best I ________ do was to study you when we met,
and I multiplied my chances of doing so.

20.
could
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