
Can vs Could

Name: Date: __/__/20__

They don't like to be interfered with, or treated except with very great
respect, and they have their own ideas about what is proper and what isn't, I
________ assure you.

1.

can

For the life of him he ________ not make out what it all meant, or by what
sort of odd creatures they were surrounded.
2. could

The latter found that she had received twenty-five mortal wounds in her
body, and although they did what they ________ to help her, it was all in vain.
3.

could

Eberhard ________ not take his eyes from her.4. could

But we did not mind that, I ________ assure you.5. can

I wish I ________ say of modern Ireland.6. could

The four men who were prisoners with me I knew that I ________ confide
in.
7. could

While that smile was on his face no one dared address him; all they
________ do was to stand ready to obey.
8.

could

If only for a moment he ________ desert his own heart, and rest with the
trees and stars!
9. could

Her voice was so low that at first he ________ not make out what she
said.
10. could

Simple as the new arrangement was, it ________ hardly have been more
effective.
11. could

Whether they would succeed in doing this he did not know, and he
admitted to himself that it scarcely seemed probable, but he ________ think
of no other plan, and the attempt must be made.

12.
could

On the contrary, they did all they ________ to get out of my way.13. could
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But he was determined to look her down, and he believed he ________
do it, for he had seen her countenance change more than once when he had
caught her gaze steadily fixed on him.

14. could

And a very long walk it is, I ________ assure you.15. can

All he ________ say was that the parents were the only proper judges of
what a student should be taught.
16. could

I knew that I ________ not remove it from the house, either by day or by
night, without the risk of being observed by the neighbors.
17. could

He knew he ________n't keep up the terrific strain much longer.18. could

I'd carry you, but the best I ________ do is to help you over some of the
more difficult places.
19. can

And oh, I wish you ________ see her after the birds!20. could
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