
Can vs Could

Name: Date: __/__/20__

How they ever made port at all was a thing she ________ not understand.1. could

But I ________ not have believed that you would have been false to
her-our one friend, our mother's friend.
2. could

And I ________ assure you, madame, that she danced wonderfully well in
the French fashion, although she said she had never danced in this manner
before.

3. can

Nothing ________ have been more desperate, more furious, than this
running battle.
4. could

If you kept clear of the killing at Tower W I will do what I ________ for you.5. can

We went up to the waggoner, who was mounted on a little pony, and asked
him if he ________ give two poor lads a lift, and how much he would charge
us for the ride.

6.
could

I sometimes went to as many as four parties a week, so that in the morning
it was all I ________ do to be up in time to see breakfast on the table.
7.

could

He held his little girl in his arm, as though he ________ not bear to let her
be away from him again.
8. could

We did all we ________ to pass the time pleasantly, but it was a failure.9. could

I did not dare to get up till I heard Kezia's knock at the door-for that was
one of grandmamma's rules, and though she had not many rules, those there
were had to be obeyed, I ________ assure you.

10.

can

Now the old thoughts came back to him, and he almost fancied that he
________ see the strange faces in the shadows of the garden and feel their
hot breath upon his cheek.

11.
could

We all know if there were anything you ________ do, you'd do it at once,
wouldn't she, Peachey?
12. could
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His command consisted of six thousand men, but he found he ________
not gather them, and claimed that not half of his command was present.
13. could

All I ________ say is that I think that "Sesame and Lilies" is a good book,
for after all a book must be judged by its effect.
14. can

The rest of us saw how helpless our position was … that there was
nothing we ________ do.
15.

could

All I ________ say is, if this soloist was a mountain song-sparrow, he
reproduced exactly the trills of his half-brothers of the East.
16. can

I asked her if there was anything I ________ do; and she answered rather
strangely that what remained for her to do she would do alone.
17. could

At first I was almost in despair, and I thought I ________ never bear it,
and yet I have borne it-only do not ask me how?
18. could

In the soft glow of the summer night she ________ see that they were all
looking at her with the same expression of love and tenderness.
19. could

He knew he ________ not alter that all at once; she would have it no
other way.
20. could
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