
24 Adverbs and 
word order 

1 Adverbs before the verb 
We use adverbs of frequency to say how oft en we do something: 

100% E HOW OFTEN .,. 0% 
always normally usually frequently often sometimes occasionally rarely seldom hardly ever never 

Wc usually pUllhese adverbs BEFORE the ma in verb: 
Foxes rarely appellT i1l tile daytime. Tlley 1151WIl), look for fOOlI at flight. 
Do YOII a lways get up late 011 SII/ulays? 

But wc put them AFTER be, auxiliary verbs and modal verbs : 
My boss is " ever lale (O( work. We (lrc hardly ever ;1I tI/is part 0(101'.'11. 
I lmve n ever watched a rugby match. YOII sholl'" (l h vClYs be polite to strangers. 

We can also put the adverbs lis/wily, lIorm(//Iy, often, freqllcllt/y, sometimes and occasiollally 
at the beginni ng o r end o f the sen tence: 
I mlmit wc go to fas t food places sometimes. OccllsionaJly I like to eat really spiC)1 food . 

A We don't put always, never, hardlyeyer, rarely and seldom immediately be fore the subject 
at the beginni ng of a sentence (>- Unit 102 .2): 
~ A/wars weg9 1'9 rile beach it! >'\ "''S1I51. ./ We Cl /ways go to the beach ill AIlj'lIst. 

2 Adverbs after the verb 
We usuall y put adverbs of manner (e.g. well, badly, slowly, fast, easily, IlUppily, ((Ireflll/y, 
(fucl/tly, perfectly) after the rm lin verb: 
Lions move slowly alld si/elltly. Foxes nm f(lst. Did tlte interview go well? 

A When there is an object after th e verb, we usually put the adverb after the object: 
~ SI/eo 5-1'leociks flue/rll,. RU5sian . ./ 511(' speaks Russian fluent/"~. 

~ Die.' slw Mh'(' fttst ti,e Glr? ./ Did sire drive tile CM fast? 

When there is an object, adverbs of mann er ending in .Iy can sometimes go between an 
auxil iary or modal verb and a mai n verb: 
Tltey I",Ye IJtully da"'''ged ),ollr ((I r. YOIl can eas ily finisll tllat project ill a day. 

3 Adverbs at the beginn ing or end of the sentence 
We usually put adverbs and adverbial s of place and time (e.g. here, a,ere, ill Lomlmr, 
yesterday, 0/1 Saturday, immediately, every day, alniglrt) al th e cnd of the sentence: 
!'oxes uSllally irlmt at nigllt . Did yOIl go to lmiversity llere? I didll 'tlrave /lIlIclr yesterday. 
If we wanllo give th e adverb special emphasis, we ca n put it at th e beginning: 
It's qllite a large hOl/se. Upslllirs there are three bedrooms. 
'Do YO" dri ve to work Oil YOllr OW" ('Very day?' 'No. 0 ,. MOl/days a frielld comes witl, me. ' 

A We don' t put adverbs of place and time in front of the mai n verb: 
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~ 1.'hm'l heoFe lil't'. ~ "'exe5 (It " iSM 196k /#fJ r food. ~ Hk la Greece Wt'lIt ,#fJr 911' Ir 9Iid'Rr. 

Word order when there is more than one adve rb >- Unit 59.6 


