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i If we'd arnved on tfme F ‘d h;ve ﬂown to Ma;of;a
If we'd arrived on time, we wouldn’t have missed the flight.
If he hadn’t stolen the money,  he wouldn’t have lost his job.

We usually use short forms (we’d, wouldn’t, etc.) in this conditional.

We can also use could have/might have + past participle in the result clause:

If we hadn’t lost the semi-final, we might have won the fournament. (less certain than would)
You could have gone to university if you'd studied harder. ( = you would have been able to)

In American English it is possible to use would have + past participle in the
if clause, but most British English speakers think that is incorrect:

[I would have spoken to you if | would have seen you.]

v I'would have spoken to you if I had seen you.
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Unreal past conditions

We use the third conditional to imagine situations or actions in the past that we know are
the opposite of the facts:

If he had stolen the company plans, he wouldn’t have kept them in his office.

(We know that he didn’t steal the company plans, but we imagine a past where he did
this.)

If the past condition happened, we use a negative verb. If it didn’t happen, we use a
positive verb:

e S e U Sl
condltlon happened h’ I hadn't grot the | might have stayed in London.
(I got the job.) Jjob, | wouldn‘t have moved to Edinburgh.
condition didn’t happen If | had got the job, | would have moved to Edinburgh.
(I didn't get the job.) | couldn’t have stayed in London,

Sometimes we use conditional forms of verbs on their own:
We were really enjoying the party and would have stayed longer. ( ... if we hadn't had to leave)
I would have liked to meet your friends from Argentina. (... if I had had the opportunity)

Regrets

We can use the third conditional to talk about regrets from our past, often with could have:
I could have got a better job if I'd stayed at university.
We might not have had the accident if the weather had been better.
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