
51 Advice and criticism 
should, ought to, must, had better 

book. 

1 Forms 
Mllst and should are moda l verbs (>- Unit 46.1 ): YOII sllOuld see a dodor. 
We can also use the perfect fo rm sllOuld (tlor) + have + past participle (> Unit 48.1): 
We should have (sIJOuld 've) bought it. SIIOIIIt/ we IUl ve left? 
We should IIo t (sl/ouldn 't) have gOlle. 

Ougll l to and had better have this word order : 
J ought l a go. / Qug llt 'lOt to ,go.* OugM I t o go? 
I had better go. I had better uot go. Had J better go? · 
* We don't usually use these forms in spoken English. 

NATURAL ENGliSH We usually use short forms of had better and should have in spoken 
English: You'd better look at tile iustmcnD" book. We shoulclll 't 've spent all our mOlley! 

2 Advice and warnings 
We use should/shouldll 'l and ought to/Ollglll lIot to i f we think someth ing is a good 
o r bad idea in general, and to give advice in a pa rticular sItuation: 
People shouldn ' t smoke indoors. \'011 look terrible - yOIl o llght to see (/ doctor. 
We usuall y use should to ask for advice: 
Sh ould J ruk my boss (or a pay rise? 

Wc can use mllst o r I1II1SI1 ,'/ to give strong advice and warnings. It is stronger than 
siJollld or ollgllt to: 
YOII m ust try this cake - Ws deliciolls! I really must lose some weight! 
We ",ustn 't forge r to take Ollr l}(Issports. YOII mllstu ', swim there, it's dmlgerolls. 

We use had better (IIot) to give advice and warnings in a pa rticular situation. 
It usually means ' jf you don 't do/do this, something bad will happen ': 
You'd bet ter check ti,e traill times first. (If you don 't do this, your journey might be difficu lt.) 
That looks 11Ot. Yo ,,'d bett er ,wt l ouell it . (If you touc h it, YOlL migh t get burnt.) 
We don 't use llad better (IIot) to give general advice: 
1 Pe9fJle l/ad better 'lot smek-e iml6ers. ./ People sl lOuld ,, ' t smoke indoors. 

NATURAL ENGLISH In conversation, we often use J (don 't) thillk and do yOIl tl,;"k with sl lOlI/dl 
ollgl,t to: Ws expensive. I don ' t think we sl lO lIld buy it . (:: We sho uldn 't buy it.) 
Do you tldllk J oug/lt to wea r a sllit 10 Ihe i/Jterview? 

3 Criticism and regrets about the past 
We ca n use SllOlIldls l lOllltIlI 't + have + past participle to criticise someone's past act ions: 
You should lrave dOlle more n:visioll. YOII slwufd,,' t IUlve bought sllcll a cheap mac/,i"e! 

We also use slwl/fdls/wlI /dn ', I/al'e + past participle to ex press regret for a past action: 
I sh ould Iwve phoned yOIl b"I J was bl/sy. J should,, ' t have shouled at YOII . I 'm sorry. 

A We don't use mllst have o r l/ad better to express regret o r crit icism: 
1 )'e/l must Iw\'e phelled me. 1 l 'ell'a Hetier plumed me. .I YOII sho,,'cllrave ph oned me. 
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