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1 Use

PRESENT PERFECT

to talk now about finished actions in the
past, when we don’t know the time or it
isn't important:

've been to that beach before.
NOwW

before

to talk now about situations that started in
the past and are still continuing:

James has worked at the gym for two years.
NOW

—— 2 years

= He is working there now.

to talk about one or more finished actions
in a time period that is still continuing:

We've had three yoga lessons this month.
A\ A\ Y NOwW

+———— this month ———@8@™>

with time expressions:

ever, never, just, yet, already, since, for,
this week /[month [year

54 present perfect or past simple?
@{7 Iivedchere for ten years) E“k“lh

I lived there in the 1960s when | was a child)

PAST SIMPLE

to talk now about finished actions that
happened at a definite time in the past:

| went to that beach last summer.
Y NOW

—— last summer —

to talk now about situations that started and
finished in the past:

James worked at the gym for two years.
NOW

2 years &
= He isn't working there now.

to talk about finished actions in a time
period that is past:

We had three yoga lessons in July.
¥R NOW

+——— July——+August >

with time expressions:

yesterday, in the summer/June [2007, ago,
last week [month/year, for

A It is sometimes difficult to hear /v/ in I've, we’ve, you've, they’ve and /s/ in he’s and she’s.

PAST SIMPLE I finished work.

He started early. We carried the bags.

PRESENT PERFECT [’ve finished work.  He’s started early.  We've carried the bags.

The other words around the verb can usually help you to understand which form you hear:

I finished work an hour ago.
I've finished my work.
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