
Can vs Could

Name: Date: __/__/20__

Its existence is indeed of very practical concern to us, but apparently all we
________ do is to come to know it, and knowing it to allow for it as or among
the set conditions of our self-originated or self-governed actions if such
actions there be.

1.
can

He did not know, and all he ________ do was to wait, and wonder, and
hope.
2. could

All I ________ do is to get him to consent to a name tacked on to yours.3. can

All she ________ feel was that this train would start presently, and then it
would all be over.
4. could

Then, in a moment, it seemed as if he ________ contain himself no longer.5. could

But it ________not be too strongly insisted upon that the primary aim of the
Portuguese was commercial and not religious.
6. can

And, as to your exceedingly kind offer, all I ________ say is that not even
to accept it would I give up a profession to which I am so greatly attached,
and of which I am so inexpressibly proud.

7. can

She felt that she ________ not refuse, and yet she hesitated.8. could

The best I ________ do is to buy flowers and chocolates and express
them.
9. can

He ________ see nothing, think of nothing but that.10. could

We did what we ________ to save his life, but in vain.11. could

Pull as he would, he ________n't get free.12. could

I ________ assure you that nothing of this affair will leak out to others.13. can

I was very highly praised for doing it, and a great deal of flattering, pious
incense was burned for me, but I ________ assure you that my sole motive in
doing it was to gain a fine view.

14.
can
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I wish you ________ have told me at first.15. could

And where it seems to be beyond us, all we ________ do is to strive to
find the silken thread which will surely lead us out of the labyrinth into the
searching light of day.

16. can

I ________ assure you, Elsie, that neither I nor my friends will have the
least objection to your girls and her boys playing games together and meeting
at each other's homes.

17. can

She felt that she ________ not wait so long as its answer would require.18. could

Why, she ________ not have told; why, she did not stop to think.19. could

He had no mother, no sister, and I thought I ________ be all the world to
him.
20. could

© Grammarism


