
Can vs Could

Name: Date: __/__/20__

My dear friend, I have done all that lay in my power, often against my own
convictions, I ________ assure you.
1.

can

She felt that she ________ not stand more alone.2. could

And will produce more respect for your work, I ________ assure you.3. can

While she helped her to dress she kissed her preserver's sister on the eyes
and lips, and entreated her with affectionate urgency to come to see her, as
soon as she had done all she ________ for her lover.

4.

could

Although Henderson gave what time he ________ spare to the design and
erection of the building, it pleased him to call it Margaret's house, and to see
the eagerness with which she entered into its embellishment.

5. could

I ________ not have believed it of any member of the Society.6. could

For this reason a change in the habits of life is necessary; and the
importance of the directions laid down for the care of the health during this
period, ________not be too strongly insisted upon.

7.

can

There was something she ________ have thought about if she wanted to,
but she did not want to.
8. could

The best we ________ do is to hold our personality intact.9. can

If you have fears, all I ________ say is that you may dismiss them.10. can

I ________ assure you, every time I see it lying there, every-time I even
think of it, I'm ashamed to think it's yours.
11. can

We haven't any regular job for her, and all I ________ do is to throw odd
bits of work in her way.
12. can

At first he ________ not understand where he had got to.13. could

This fellow was no ordinary customer, I ________ assure you.14. can
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We ________not say that no one of these is as bright in itself as some of
our first-magnitude stars.
15. can

We seemed to have agreed tacitly; all reference to the impending
catastrophe was carefully avoided; and, considering our tragic circumstances,
we made a merrier party than ________ have been expected.

16.

could

Night came, and he felt that he ________ not sleep.17. could

One of the best things we ________ do is to create a taste for good
reading and cultivate a habit of reading in the right manner.
18. can

And he wished he ________ keep her a little girl always.19. could

He knew what had roused her; still he felt that he ________ not permit
this, and he recalled the excited girl to her senses by speaking her name,
half-reproachfully and half-regretfully, at first quite gently but then louder and
more severely.

20. could
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